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observatory was built by the late Baillie Thomas Morton, whose 
daughter Mr. Lee married in 1841. He retired from public 
educational life in 1876, but as session clerk, an office to which 
he had been appointed in 1872 on the death of his son-in-law, 
Mr. Smith, and which he held up to the time of his death, he 
still took part in the public life of the town, and the celebration 
of his golden wedding-day in 1891 was made an occasion by his 
fellow-workers in the Kirk Sessions and his many friends for 
testifying to the regard in which he was held by them. He was 
a man of great information, clear intellect, keen scientific spirit, 
and fine personal character, and was widely respected. He 
was elected a Fellow of this Society 1856 June 13. He died 
1892 January 24, leaving a widow, two sons, and four daughters. 

William Edwards Mtchell, of the Fort, Newquay, was the 
son of the late Mr. William Michell, Registrar of the Court of 
the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries of Cornwall and Devon. 
He was born at Truro, 1840 March 14, and was educated at 
private schools and at Christ Church, Oxford. Inheriting from 
his father a considerable property at Newquay, on the north 
coast of Cornwall, Mr. Michell soon became interested in its 
local affairs, and for many years he was one of the foremost in 
promoting the various improvements which have transformed 
this hitherto unknown seaside village into a place of popular 
resort. For more than thirty years he was an officer in the 
Royal Cornwall and Devon Miners’ Artillery Militia, and during 
the last ten years its lieutenant-colonel in command. He 
was also a magistrate for the county of Cornwall, and a 
member of the County Council. Colonel Michell was in¬ 
terested in the investigations of the probable origin of the 
local antiquities of Cornwall, and he has contributed papers on 
“ Camps and Tumuli,” and other archaeological remains to the 
Journal of the Royal Institution of Cornwall. He also took a 
personal interest in the progress of astronomy, and in the pro¬ 
ceedings of this Society, though he had few opportunities for 
attending the meetings. He had shown symptoms of declining 
health during the autumn, and in October he left Newquay to 
obtain the special advice of a London physician. His friends 
entertained great hopes of his recovery, but he never perma¬ 
nently rallied, and died at Woolwich on 1892 November 5, 
in the fifty-third year of his age. 

Colonel Michell was elected a Fellow of. the Society on 1874 
June 12. 

The Rev. Isaac Vale Mummery was bora in 1812 at Canter¬ 
bury, and died in 1892 October 2. He was educated for the 
ministry at Coward College, and was successively settled as 
pastor at Tunbridge, Ratcliffe, and Bethnal Green. A brief 
account of his work will be found in the Evangelical Magazine 
for 1892 November. He was elected a Fellow at the Annual 
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General Meeting, 1853 February 11. He did not contribute any 
papers to tbe Society, but on 1873 June 13, tbe “ Rev. J. V. 
Mummery presented to the Society a fine photograph from a 
painting of the late Mrs. Somerville ” (.Monthly Notices , xxxiii. 
p. 461). The printer’s error, “ J. V.” for “ I. V.” in the initials, 
also occurs in the note of his election. 

Ankitam Venkata Nuksing Row was born in the year 1827, 
He comes of an ancient stock settled on the banks of the 
Krishna. Mr. Nursing Row’s father was Diwan to the Nawab 
of Masulipatanx, and his uncle a Dubash of the East India 
Company at Ganjam. Mr. Nursing Row lost his father when 
an infant; so he was brought to Yizagapatam, and brought up 
under the care of his maternal grandfather. His education 
was entrusted at first to Mr. Porter, and then to the Rev. 
J. Hay, M.A., D.D., the father of modern education in the 
Northern Circars. Mr. Nursing Row entered the service of the 
East India Company when he was young, and early rose to the 
position of a deputy collector ; but his wife inherited a large 
estate from her mother, and he resigned his connection with the 
public service for the purpose of managing the estate. He found 
connected with it a small observatory, provided with a transit 
instrument, erected by his father-in-law, Mr. G. Y. Jugga Row, 
an ingenious and wealthy Zemindar, who invented a pluviometer. 
Finding the management of the estate afforded him plenty of 
leisure, Mr. Nursing Row devoted himself to the study of 
astronomy. He learnt the rudiments of the science from Dr. 
Hay, and, in correspondence with eminent English astronomers, 
who kindly gave him a good deal of help, began to develop the 
institution left by his father-in-law. He had a new observatory 
built in 1874, and provided it with a 6-inch equatoreal instru¬ 
ment, a transit circle, and a sidereal clock. He was appointed 
Honorary Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India 
for Yizagapatam. The Government evening time-gun at this 
station having been discontinued on 1871 September 20, Mr. 
Nursing Row offered to bear the expenses of the firing, which 
the Government of Madras allowed as a special case, and this 
useful institution has been maintained ever since. He founded 
a photographic studio in this town. He was elected Fellow 
of the Royal Astronomical Society in 1871, and of the Royal 
Geographical Society in 1872. The dearest wish of his heart 
was to provide the Observatory with the means for photographing 
the sky. For this purpose he obtained celestial photographic 
instruments, but died on 1892 June 18, before he could complete 
the arrangements. 

Benjamin Scott was born in 1814, and was the son of Mr. 
Benjamin Scott, who at that time was a junior officer of the 
Corporation of the City of London. Mr. Scott was educated at 
Totteridge, and, on leaving school, entered the service of the 
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